
Christ Church CE Primary School 
‘Train up a child in the way he should go and when  he is old, he will not depart from it.’ Proverbs 22:6 

Nursery I’m a Clever Writer Checklist 

Autumn Spring Summer 

I’m a clever writer because… 

 I can join in with physical/pre-writing 
activities, for example dough disco. 

 I can trace |, -- and a circle. 
 I can mimic |, -- and a circle. 

 I can independently form |, -- and a 
circle. 

I’m a clever writer because… 

 I can follow writing patterns. 
(zigzag/wavy lines) 

 I can hold a pencil correctly. 
 I can trace /, \, X and a triangle. 

 I can mimic /, \, X and a triangle. 
 I can independently form |, --, a 

circle, +, a square, /, \, X and a 
triangle. 

 I can tell my own stories and perform 

them. (Adult to scribe) 

I’m a clever writer because… 

 I can control my pencil using my 
dominant hand. 

 I can independently form |, --, a 
circle, +, a square, /, \, X and a 

triangle. 
 I can form some letters for the 

sounds I know (RWI). 
 I can give meanings to my marks. 
 I can write some letters in my name. 

 I can use pre-writing shapes in 

contexts. (For example, to draw a face 

and a house) 

I’m a clever writer because… 

 I can use my dominant hand. 
 I can use the correct pencil grip. 

 I can trace + and a square. 
 I can mimic + and a square. 

 I can independently form |, --, a 
circle, + and a square. 

 I can give meanings to my marks. 
 I can orally retell using story 

language. 

I’m a clever writer because… 

 I can control my pencil well. 
 I can independently form |, --, a 

circle, +, a square, /, \, X and a 
triangle. 

 I can form some letters for the 
sounds I know (RWI). 

 I can give meanings to my marks. 

 


